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A SHORT 


NARRATIVE 


of THR: 


PROCEEDINGS 


OF THE 


Socikry of the Barrisu White 
Herring FISHERY, 


Gentlemen, 


HE Legiſlature, laſt Seſſions of 
Parliament, paſſed an Act for the 
Incouragement of the Britiſb 
White Herring Fiſhery ; and no 
ſooner did this Act paſs both Houſes of 
Parliament, but the Merchants of London, 
at a Meeting, propoſed a Subſcription of. 
500,000 J. which Sum the Company were 
impowered to raiſe by a voluntary Subſcrip- 
tion; and _ of the Gentlemen and = 
cnants 


HE] 
chants then preſent, agreed to ſubſcribe 
and pay One per Cent. Depoſit into the Hands 
of Meſſrs. Robert Surman and Company, 
Bankers in Lombard. Street; and at the ſame 
Time appointed Stephen Theodore Janſſen, 
Eſq; Alderman and Sheriff of London, Ad- 
miral Vernon, Lieut. General Oglethorpe, 
Governor Davis, John Edwards, and Francis 
Craſteyne, Eſqrs. Managers, until ſuch time 
as a Charter ſhould paſs the Seals. And up- 
wards of 100,000 J. was ſoon after ſubſcribed, 


The next Day the faid Six Gentlemen 
met, and reſolved to make an Experiment 
what could be done this Year, in the Her- 
ring Fiſhery ; but 'as all our Builders were 
entire Strangers to the Form of the Buſſes, 
they ſent a Perſon over to Holland, to buy 
an old Buſs; who no ſooner had executed 
his Commiſſion, and returned with it to 
London, but Builders were immediately em- 
ployed to build two, according to that Mo- 
del, which were to be ſent to Brafſy Sound, 
near Shetland, 3 | 


The Managers being informed, that the 
Dutch made uſe of a peculiar Preparation 
of Salt, in the curing of their Herrings, 
ſent over to Holland, and bought a Quantity 
for this Seaſon ; and as none of our native 
Fiſhermen 


(7) 
Fiſhermen underſtood the Dutch Methods 
of Catching, Curing, and Packing, they 
were under a Neceſſity of ſending over once 
more, to retain ſome Dutch Fiſhermen, in 
order to procure the Benefit of their In- 
ſtruction on board our Buſſes. 


No ſooner had the Dutch Intelligence of 
theſe Commiſſions, but they immediately 
iſſued a Placart, forbidding all their Fiſher- 
men, under the ſevereſt Penalties, to enter in- 
to our Service; and alſo were ſo bold as to 
ſtop our Ship, on board of which were em- 
barked the Salt, and the thirty two Daniſb 
Fiſhermen, ſome of whom had been employed 
above twenty Years by the Dutch ; and under- 
ſtood their Methods of Catching, Curing, and 
Packing of Herrings, as well as the Dutch 
themſelves. Theſe having obtained Leave of 
the Daniſb Miniſters in Holland, to enter in- 
to our Service, Lord Holderneſs at length 
procured the Releaſe of our faid Ship and 
Cargo; his Lordſhip behaving as became a 
Britiſh Embaſſador, 


The two Buſſes being built, and well pro- 
vided with Nets, Barrels, Proviſions, &c, 
and having twenty Engliſh and Daniſh Fiſh- 
ermen on board of each, failed with their 
Yaugers from hence the 2d of June laſt, 
and arrived at the Place of Rendezyous, in 

2410 


Braſſy Sound, near Shetland, the 153th of 
the ſame Month, which is the very Day 
the Fiſhing Seaſon begins there. 


It having been aflerted, that whenever 
our private Traders ſent Ships to fiſh at that 
Place, the Dutch uſed to cut away their 
Nets, and treat their Crews in a barbarous 
Manger, a Sloop of War was appointed to 
protect our faid Veſſels, at whoſe Arrival 
there were found two hundred and ſixty 
Dutch Buſſes, four French, and three Swedes, 
with thcir Yaugers, on the Coaſt. 
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| 
| 


| The Commander, Capt. Y/yat, immedi- 
ately obliged al! the Parties to keep their 
roper Diſtance, and leave full Scope for all 

the Buſſes to ſpread their Nets. In about 
ſeven or eight Days the great Shoal of Her- 
rings appeared. In the mean Time our two 
Buſſes had taken twenty one Barrels and a 
half of the ſtraggling Fiſh, which arrive 
betore the Shoal ; whilſt the Number caught 

by the two hundred and fixty Dutch Buſſes 
was, in proportion, conſiderably lefs than 

ours, 


We diſpatched the ſaid twenty one Barrels 
and a half of Herrings, in one of our Yaugers, 
to Hamburgh ; and the Dutch ſent ſome of 

| VVV 


(9) 


theirs to the ſame Place, which arrived much 
about the ſame Time ; nevertheleſs our Agent 
was ſo vigilant and active, as to ſell our Her- 
rings for 6/. 135. 4d. a Barrel, which is 
80 l. a Laſt of twelve Barrels; whilft the 
Dutch got no more, for theirs, than 45 J. a 
Laſt. | 


A Barrel of our Herrings being ſent to Ha- 
nover, his Majeſty, by a Letter from the Duke 
of Newcaſtle, addreſſed to Mr, Alderman 
Janſſen, was pleaſed to expreſs his particular 
Approbation of their Goodneſs, and to order 
a farther Supply for the Uſe of his Table. And 
indeed all the Letters from thoſe Parts con- 
firm the Excellency of the Commodity. 


The laſt Accounts from Shetland inform 
us, that our two Buſſes have fince catched 
two hundred and twenty Barrels more : That 
one of the French loſt all his Nets, and was 
obliged to go home without any Fiſh at all- 
And, that the three Stedi/b Buſſes did not 
catch half as many as our two; which is 
a plain Indication that our People are more 
expert Fiſhermen than thoſe of foreign Na- 
tions. The Dutch alſo loſt many of their 
Nets, and acknowledged ours to be much 
better than theirs, 

B The 
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The Dutch Method of taking Herrings, 
is to put out their Nets after Sun- ſet, and to 
haul them in before the Sun riſes; they 
take out their Guts and Gills the very Mo- 


ment they haul them out of the Sea; ſalt 


and barrel them up that very Inſtant, on 


| board the Buſs ; and immediately diſpatch 


them away to Market by a Yauger, 


They ſort them at the ſame Time, put- 
ting the bigger Size into one Barrel, the ſe- 
cond into another, and the leaſt of all into a 
Third; mark the Barrels differently; and diſ- 
poſe of them according to their different 
Qualities, at the foreign Markets. 


Their Salt is a Mixture of Bay Salt, and 
that of St. Des, extracting, by long boiling, 
the Droſs and Bittern out of both. Some of 
our own beſt Salt was ſent for a Tryal, and it 
was found to anſwer near as well for long 
Keeping, but not for preſent ſpending; how- 
ever, as the Dutch Method of preparing it is 
now diſcovered, we ſhall uſe the ſame Sort 
next Seaſon. 


It appears very clearly, that the Reaſon 
why Dutch Herrings have been preferred to 
ours in foreign Markets, has been chiefly 
owing 
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owing to their Methods of Catching, Curing, 
and Packing on board, the very Moment 
they haul them out of the Sea ; and thoſe 
Methods every Dutch Fiſherman is obliged 
to conform to, upon the ſevereſt Penalties, 
be he, or they, of what Condition ſo ever. 
There are alſo Inſpectors placed over them 
all, to ſee that every Man ſtrictly follows 
thoſe Rules and Orders ; and they have 
Power to mulct, or to inflict corporal Pu- 
niſhment upon all the Defaulters, according 
to the Nature of the Crime, 


Our Misfortune has been never to have 
had either Inſpections or Regulations. Our 
Fiſhermen popping out of every fart and 
Creek round the whole Kingdom, in their | 
little Boats, which cannot carry either Salt or | 
Barrel, bring in the Fiſh after two or three. | 
Days catching ; then ſalting all they can 
while freſh, they ſalt and barrelupthe Reſidue | 
for a foreign Market ; and, to ſave Expence, | 
don't apply half the Quantity of Salt requi- 
ſite ; by which means they generally ſtink be- 
fore they reach the Place of their Deſtination, 
and ſometimes before they are ſalted at all. 


A Herring, if ſalted the very Inſtant it is 
taken out of the Sea, while all the Pores are 
open, the Salt then enters to the very Bone, 
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and keeps in the Oil and Juices, which ren- 


ders it ſweet, ft, and mellow; but if dead 
any time before ſalted, the Oil and fine 
Juices drain out; and the Pores being cloſed, 
the Fiſh becomes ſo hard, that the Salt ne- 
ver reaches the Bone, which conſequently 
corrupts ; and that Corruption ſpreads itſelf 


through the whole Body. 


The Dutch, finding this by long Experi- 
ence, obliged all their Fiſhermen to fih in 
ſuch large Veſſels as could carry a ſufficient 


Quantity of Salt, Barrels, and other Ma- 


terials, to cure and pack their Herrings at 
Sea, the very Moment they were catched : 
And have kept them ſo rigorouſly to the 


| ſtated Rules, Orders, and Methods, for fo 


many Years, that they have almoſt totally 
excluded our People the Benefit of foreign 
Markets ; and have even uſurped the beſt Part 
of our home Conſumption, for more Dutch 
pickled Herrings have been eat in London 


{| than thoſe of our own catching, and bought 
| at a very extravagant Price, 


But as this Act of Parliament gives the 


Company a Power to ſuperintend over all 
ſuch Veſſels as ſhall be intitled to the Boun- 


ty; alſo to mark their Caſks or Barrels, ſo 


| as they may be known from all others; and 


lays 
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lays a Penalty of 500 J. upon any who ſhall 
d that Mark, we doubt not of 
bringing our Herrings into as good Repute at 
all the foreign Markets as the Dutch, if not 
better; and indeed the Preference our Her- 
rings have already had, and the great Prices 
they have been ſold at, both at home and 
abroad, evinces the Truth of it. 


The Encouragement we have met with, 
and the great Proſpect of future Succeſs, may 
probably induce us to reflect, that all the 
Places where Herrings are taken, are out 
undoubted Property; and that, if once we 
can prevail upon our ſelves to challenge our 
Rights, and exclude all bold Intruders, it 
will inevitably bring in ſuch Riches, and 
add ſuch Strength to our Naval Power, as 
would enable us to bid Defiance to all our 
neighbouring Nations. 


The Buſſes are from twenty Tons, to one 
hundred, built very broad, and flat bottom'd. 
They have two Maſts, one a little bigger than 
the other, one good ſtrong Deck, a ſmall Ca- 
bin for the Maſter, and other convenient 
Places for the Men to lye in, a Cook-room 
to dreſs their Victuals; and they keep the 
Sea, Day and Night ; with their Nets, Salt, 
and _— Sc. always on board. 7 

The 
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The Taugers are little Sloops of about 
twenty Tuns, built after the Manner of our 
ſmall Craft of that Burthen ; their Buſineſs 
is to fetch and carry every thing the Buſſes 
ſtand in need of, and to go to Market 
with the Fiſh, The Nets are about one 
thouſand' ſeven hundred Yards long, and 


Bl fourteen deep. 


The great Shoal of Herrings firſt appear 
off Shetland, about the Beginning of Fune, 
where they ſtay about fix or ſeven Weeks. 
Then they divide into three Bodies, the one 
taking their Courſe up the Channel, between 
England and Holland, 'till they approach the 

Coaſt of Yarmouth ; but they & down to 
ſpawn in their Way, ſo that they are never 
ſeen till they reach that Coaſt, where they 
arrive about the Middle of October; and con- 


tinue there in a Body, within two or tk.ce 


Leagues of the Exgliſb Shore, till the latter 
End of October. Then they diſperſe here and 
there along our Coaſt to the Southwards, 
where our little Boats catch them in ſmall 
Quantities ; but the Buſſes never follow them 
taither than Yarmouth, 


Another Body of theſe Herrings take their 


Courſe by the Weſt of Scotland, into the 
Channel 


— 
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Channel between Wales and Ireland, till they 
come to the Bay of Abery/iwith, on the 
Coaſt of Cardiganſbire; where they arrive 
about the Middle of Auguſt, and continue 
there in a Body till the latter End of Decem- 
ber, then diſperſe to the Southwards ; theſe 
likewiſe dip in their way. But what is wor- 
thy of Remark is, that theſe Herrings are 
always large, fat, and full of Roe; whilſt 
thoſe that approach the Coaſt of Xarmouth, 
are poor, ſmall, and ſhotten. 


The third Body of Herrings take their 
Courſe by the North of Ireland, towards 
the Banks of Newfoundland, Nova Scotin, 
and Canada, &c. But there is no Fiſhing for 
thoſe in ſuch deep and rough Seas, ex- 
cept what the Americans take when they 
arrive upon that Coaſt, 


It may be very proper to obſerve, that the 
Dutch formerly fold their firſt Herrings taken 
off Shetland every Seaſon from 1201. to 150 l. 
a Laſt; but they generally fell afterwards to 
24 J. and thoſe taken at Yarmouth ſold ſome- 
thing cheaper. 


But if the firſt Coſt of a Laſt of Herrings 
is but 10 J. 4s. at Shetland, which is really 
the Caſe, — What an immenſe Treaſure 
| muſt 


* 
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| muſt the Dutch have got within this laſt 


Century ? for it is well known, that they 
have had twelve hundred Buſſes ſome Years 
in this Trade, and ſometimes near two 
thouſand, beſides Yaugers ; and would have 
had as many this Year, in all appearance, if 
they could have found Fiſhermen ; but it 


| ſeems that during the laſt War, beſt part-of 


their F iſhermen got into other Trades. 


But before I proceed farther, give me Leave 


| 

1 

do obſerve, that the Dutch never have fiſh'd 
1 

| 

| 


upon any other Shoal of Herrings than thoſe 


| of Shetland and Yarmouth ; that they ſeldom 


or ever carried any Herrings to the Weſt- 


WW Jndzes, and but very few to Spain, Portugal, 


or Lah; and what they did, were only thoſe 
r = Herrings caught at Yarmouth : 

Indeed their preſent Method of curing and 

packing will not do for a long Voyage. 


By the moſt authentick Accounts from 
all © ſeveral Fiſheries, it appears, that the 
Shoal of Heirings that comes to the Bay of 
Aberyſiwith, on the Coaſt of Cardiganſbire, 
are full as good as thole of the fir Seaſon 
off Shetland, aud much more numerous than 
the Shoal that comes tothe Coaſt of 7/7 armouth ; 
for which reaſon, it may be poſſible to em- 
ploy twice the Number of Buſſes the Dutch 

ver 
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ever did ; as we can fit out much cheaper 
from Wales, than they can do from any part 
of Holland, and have a greater Vent for our 
Herrings; more eſpecially when it is conſi- 
dered that we have a much ſhorter Run, and 
a more ſafe Navigation from Milford and 
other Ports on the Coaſt of Wales, to all the 
Southern Markets, than the Dutch have from 
any of their Ports ; that the Southern Mark- 
ets are more numerous by ten to one, than 
the Northern; and that Hertings, if properly 
cured and packed, are as well liked in the 


South as in the North. 


As the Spirit of Patriotiſm ſeems now to 
prevail, and our Miniſters inclinzd to en- 
courage it, we have a fair Proſpect of grow- 
ing rich, and adding great Strength to our 
Navy ; by breeding up, in this fiſhing Nur- 
ſery, above twice the Number of Seamen 
we now do. And as it has been obſerved by 
Men, who pretend to have great ſkill in Po- 
litical and Military Affairs, that the French 
could invade this Iſland at pleaſure by means 
of their fiſhing Boats, which ſeldom exceed 
ten or twelve Tuns each ; now ſhould this 
be the Caſe, — could not we with greater 
Facility, not only defeat any ſuch Invaſions 
from the Frencb, but — on any Emer- 


geney 
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gency to invade them more effectually, 
when once this great Herring Fiſhery ſhall 
take place ; and we Maſters of ſome thouſand 
Buſſes, and other Veſſels, from twenty to 
a hundred Tons, which may take on board 
a whole Army at once ? 


The Neceſſity of keeping up ten thouſand 
Seamen to be ready on any Emergency, 
i has been often debated in Parliament ; and 
14 J. per Annum to each Man, has been 
| thought barely ſufficient for their Main- 
tenance, which in the whole amounts to 
140,000 J. annually. Would not the Public 
fave all this Money, and have more Seamen 
at command, if once this Herring Fiſhery 
was brought to maturity ? 


The Buſſes are the moſt convenient Ships 
of any for embarking Troops; the Govern- 
ment may avail themſelves of them at a 
Moment's warning, as they will always be 
under the Direction of a Company; and they 
will ever be at a Certainty to find a ſuffi- 
cient Number to ſerve, on any Occaſion ; 
= and prevent the great Inconveniencies that 

have formerly happened, in collecting of 
Ships to ſerve ſuch Purpoſes ; at ſuch extra- 
vagant Prices as have been uſually extorted 
| from 
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from the Public by deſigning Men: And fo 
much Time has been loſt in procuring of 
Tranſport Ships, that ſeveral of the beſt in- 
tended Expeditions have been defeated. 
And as theſe Buſſes will have nothing to 
do from November to June, they may be 
had upon very eaſy Terms; and the Lau- 
gers may ſerve as Tenders to our Ships of 
War. 


The two Buſſcs that were at Shetland laſt 
Seaſon, are ordered to follow the Shoal of 
Herrings do Yarmouth ; and the Managers, 
whoſe Conduct and Aſſiduity can never be 
too much admired, have ordered the two 
Buſſes they have cauſed to be built at 
Southampton, to go round the Lands End; 
and up the Welſb Chanel to Campbeltoun on 
the Weſt of Scotland, and to return from 
thence, following the Shoal of Herrings which 
comes that Way, to the Bay of Aberyſtwith, 
on the Coaſt of Cardiganſbire, and to fiſh 
there till the Seaſon 1s over, 


The Gentlemen of Wales will ſoon have 
an opportunity to view the Model of thoſe 
Veſſels, while they are fiſhing on their Coaſt ; 
and eaſily perceive what Timber, Maits, 
Sails, Anchors, Cables, Cordage, and Rig- 
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ging, may be proper for the Building and 
fitting out of theſe Veſſels; and what may be 
wanting for Nets, Barrels, and Proviſions, 
&c. ſo as to gnable them to ſend up Propoſals 
of the Prick they can afford to build them 
at; being well aſſured they can build and 
fit out much cheaper than any where here- 
abouts ; and if ſo, they may command the 
building and fitting out of ſome hundreds of 
Veſſels ; whereby they muſt employ great 
Numbers of their People, and make a vaſt 
Conſumption of their Timber, the Bark 
whereof may be uſed to tann the Nets; they 
may grow great Quantities of Hemp, and 
employ their ,poorer ſort of People, to ſpin, 
W twine, and the Nets; they may fatten 
Oxen, Hogs, Sc. and diſpoſe of them for 
Victualling Ships, much more to advan- 
tage than to ſend them lean to England ; 
great Quantities of Wheat, Peaſe, and Malt, 
may alſo be diſpoſed of there, provided a 
Magazine for Herrings ſhould be erected at 
Milford, to ſupply from thence, the foreign 
Markets of Spain, Portugal, Italy, and the 
Weſt-Indies, all the Vear round. 


Milford is a more commodious Place to 
erect a Magazine for Herrings, and more 
conveniently ſituated to ſupply the Southern 
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Markets abroad, than any other on the Coaſt 
ef this Kingdom ; — lies quite open 


to the great Southern alſo within a 
few Miles of the great Herring Fiſhery, in 
the Bay of Abery/lwoith, on the Coaſt of 
Cardiganſhire; and nearer to Shetland than 
London; and where the Buſſces and Yaugers 
may be fitted out, and provided with all Sorts 
of Proviſions, much cheaper than any Part 
of England. 


Should there be a Market for Herrings eſta- 
bliſhed at Milford, would there not be, in a 
few Years, as great a Trade for Herrings 
there, as there is now ſor Beef, Pork, and 
Butter at Cork; and would not the Welch 
ſoon fall into the Way of furniſhing foreign 
Markets, with thoſe Commodities, as well 
as the Iriſh; when it is well known, that 
thoſe Commodities are full as cheap in Wales, 
as in Ireland? 


If we do but look into the State of every 
Country, where there has been at firſt but 
one good ſtaple Commodity Fouriſhing, we 
ſhall find Numbers of others that have fol- 
lowed and ſprung up there, which have been 
either quite neglected, or never thought of 
before, 


The 
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the Welt of England be- 
Fiſhing on the Banks 


The People 


gan with thei 


of Newfoundland, which now affords them 


Exports for every Thing their Country pro- 
duces ; by which all their Coaſt became ſo 
rich, that their Lands which let before for 
three or four Shillings an Acre, let now 
from ten to twelve, . and in ſome Places 
twenty Shillings per Acre; and much more 


may be ſaid of the Red Herring Fiſhery at 


Yarmouth, and many other Places; to the 
great increaſe of their Eſtates, both real and 
Perſonal. 


Now ſhould Milford be made a Staple for 
Britiſh White Herrings, all our Weſt-India 
Merchants will, in all appearance, order 
their outward-bound Ships to touch and take 
in Herrings there, as they do Beef, Pork, 
and Butter, &c. at Cor; as their Plantation 
Slaves prefer them to either of the above 
Commodities, or any other ſort of Food 
whatſoever, - 


The French, who buy great Quantities 
of Herrings from the Dutch, would much 
rather order the Ships bound for their Ame- 
= 7ican Colonies, to touch and take them in 
at 
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at Milford, in their Way ; as they always do 
Beef, Pork, and Butter, &c. at Cork, than 
ſend Ships to fetch them from Holland ; 
Milford lying as directly in their way as 
Cork, And i by the diſpoſing of their Her- 
rings the Welſh hould fall. fall into the Way of 
furniſhing the French with thoſe Commodi - 
ties; it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, but 
they would rather give the Welch tomething 
more for them, than be obliged to touch 
at two Places, at the hazard of contrary 
Winds, and ſuffer long Delays and Demur- 


rage. 


The Foreigners every where are exceed- 

ing fond of Herrings, if well Cured, and 
Packed; will always encourage the Con- 
ſumption of a good Commodity, and will 
ever make it advantageous to our Merchants 
to ſupply them plentifully therewith. A 
Fiſhing once eſtabliſhed at Milford, will open 
divers Ways and Means to export ſuch other 
Productions as greatly abound in Wales; it 
will help the Induſtrious, relieve the Poor, 
and improve the landed Eſtates in favour of 
the Rich, to the great Emolument of all that 
Country. 


Therefore, 


( 24 ) 


Therefore, if once the Gentlemen of thoſe 
Counties are apprized of the great Advan- 
tage a well conducted Herring Fiſhery will 
be to them in general, I am perſwaded, that 
upon the Arrival of the Company's Buſſes 
on the Coaſt of Wales, all due Reſpect and 
Eſteem will be ſhewn to the Commanders, 


and the Ships Companies Fiſhing there. 


POSTSCRIPT 


FEY 


Nov. 3, 1750: 


POSTSCRIPT. 


London, of the Britiſh Herrings, 
caught by the Carteret and Pelbam 
Buſſes, built at the above City. 


12 have been three Sales, in 


At the frſt Sale, Sept. 17, 1750, being 
four whole Barrels, and fourteen half Bar- 
rels ; the Herrings ſold, upon an Average, at 


8/, per Barrel. 


At the ſecond Sale, Sept. 27, being one 


whole Barrel, and ſix half Barrels; the 
Herrings ſold, upon an Average, atJ6 J. 


N. B. 


(26) 
N. B. The Herrings in the two Sales) 
aforeſaid, were caught off Shetland, 


At the third Sale, October 19, of Her- 
rings caught off Yarmouth, by the ſame 
two Buſſes, (being eighty five whole Bar- 
rels, and nineteen half Barrels) they were 
ſold, upon an Average, at 1/. 125. per 

Barrel, | | 


And by Letters juſt received from the 
Bedford and Argyle Buſſes, built at Sau- 
thampton, which are now a fiſhing off 

the Weſt of Scotland, we find, that they 
have caught two hundred and forty Barrels 
of Herrings, equal in largeneſs and good- 
neſs to thoſe of Sherland, 


A pris Circumſtance is, that it ap- 
| pears by authentick Advices from Yarmouth, 
that there have been fiſhing off that Town 
| this|Seaſon, a great Number of large French 
Buſſcs, moſt of them built within this 
| Year, This proves the great Neceſſity of 


our 


þ) 


(27) 


our engaging as early as poſſible, in this 
National Undertaking ; and how much 
Praiſe is due to the Gentlemen who firſt . 
began it; carried it through both Houſes 
of Parliament, and afterwards ſo happily into 


— — „ 


Execution. 


Sf Abd + 


